In the title compound, C 17 H 16 N 2 O 5 , the dihedral angles between the central urea [N-C( O)-N] fragment and its attached benzene rings are 20.20 (14) and 24.24 (13) ; the dihedral angle between the aromatic rings is 42.1 (1)
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S1. Comment
Urea derivatives are very interesting reagents due to their useful properties and important medical and biological applications, such as insecticidal, fungicidal, herbicidal, anti-infectives and plant-growth regulating activities (Abad et al., 2004; Chen et al., 2005 , Batra et al., 2006 , especially cytokinin activity (Wang et al., 2001; Ricci et al., 2005) .
Symmetrical disubstituted ureas generally form a polar hydrogen-bond chain, with anti NH donors and carbonyl O-atom acceptors in a bifurcated motif. As part of our studies in this area, the title compound C 17 H 16 N 2 O 5 was synthesized and its crystal structure is reported in the present work.
The molecular structure of the title compound, a symmetrical urea derivative, is displayed in Fig. 1 . This molecule is build up from two methyl benzoate linked through N-C(=O)-N fragment but not symmetric. The dihedral angle between the two phenyl rings (C3 to C8) and (C10 to C15) is of 42.1 (1)°.
In the crystal, the molecular conformation is stabilized by two intramolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonds and each molecule is linked to its symmetric by two intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds to form centrosymmetric dimers as shown in Fig.2 .
S2. Experimental
A solution of 2-(methoxycarbonyl)benzoic acid (100 mg, 0.56 mmol), DPPA (0.194 ml, 0.90 mmol) and Et 3 N (0.127 ml, 0.90 mmol) in toluene (3 ml) was refluxed for 4 h. After cooling to room temperature, the reaction mixture was concentrated. The residue was purified by column chromatography using EtOAc-Hexane (1:9 v/v) as eluent to give yellow blocks with yield = 40% and m.p. = 411 K.
S3. Refinement
All H atoms could be located in a difference Fourier map. However, they were placed in calculated positions with C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å; N-H = 0.86 Å, and refined as riding on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq for aromatic, C-H, N-H and U iso (H) = 1.5 U eq for methyl. Two outlier (1 0 0) and (0 2 0) was omitted in the last cycles of refinement.
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Figure 1
A view of the molecule of the title compound, showing displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level.
Figure 2
Part of the crystal structure of the title compound, showing hydrogen-bonded (dashed lines) dimers.
Methyl 2-({[2-(methoxycarbonyl)phenyl]carbamoyl}amino)benzoate
Crystal data Extinction correction: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) Symmetry codes: (i) −x, −y+1, −z+2; (ii) x, −y+1/2, z+1/2.
